
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Howdy gardening friends, 

November…NOVEMBER!!! Holy cats how did that happen so fast? There’s 

definitely frost on the pumpkins and Thanksgiving will be here and gone before we 

know it. Only 212 days until June 1, 2022 and we can get planting again. Of course, 

we should all have plenty of starts going by then and ready to transplant them into 

the ground. It’s just hard to believe how fast time flies when you’re a gardener. At 

the beginning of the growing season, we’re planting our seeds and then going out to 

the garden a few hours later to check on them. And then all of a sudden, sprouts! 

What a glorious day that is. Alaska gardeners always seem to have a sense of 

urgency as we know our time is limited and we have much to do and so little time 

to do it. But, that’s the hazards of living where we do, and from my standpoint, I’d 

rather put up with a short Alaska growing season than live in an area with 95 

degrees and 90% humidity, no matter what they can grow there that we can’t. 

We’ve got the hardiest gardeners around and I wouldn’t trade Alaska gardening for 

anything. 

The Oct 12 program went well as I gave a talk on potatoes and everyone seemed to 

enjoy it. I’d like to thank everyone for their positive comments to me at the end of 

the evening. Thank you all. 

If you have anything you’d like to see in the newsletter, please send your pictures, 

recipes, or articles to cpgcnewsletter@gmail.com.  Thanks, Larry  
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Don’t forget the next program meeting will be on Nov 9, 2021, 7 PM, at our NEW 

LOCATION, College Heights Baptist Church located at 44440 Kalifornsky 

Beach Rd, Soldotna, AK.  

 
 

Website Update 

As a reminder, the garden club has a website where anyone can look at 

newsletters present and past, join the club and pay online, and get updates 

to club happenings. We just finished updating the website and while we 

have a way to go yet, it’s the place to double check on what’s happening 

with workshops, garden tours, the plant sale, and other club 

announcements. Be sure to check often after the 1st of the year for events. 

https://www.cenpengardenclub.org/    And don’t forget our Facebook Page 

              for announcements and events. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CentralPeninsulaGardenClub  
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We continue to work in getting you more benefits for your membership, so 

remember to check this list of vendors offering discounts to paid up 

members of the club. You must be a paid-up club member with your 

membership card to receive discounts. 

Current vendors offering a discount: 

a. Kenai Feed: 5%     

b. Panama Reds: 5% 

c. Cool Cache Farms: 5% 

d. Alaska Farm Fresh: $5 off a $50 purchase 

e. Stellaria Gardens: 10% 

f. Peninsula Integrative Care: $10 off full body stretch treatment 

g. Fireweed Nursery: Special event in spring 

h. Trinity Nursery: Special event in spring 

i. Krafted on the Kenai: 5% 

Don’t forget to head to our website to renew your membership online 

or print out a member form and mail it in. We’d love to have you in the club. 

https://www.cenpengardenclub.org/membership.html 

 

                                                                  

  

 

 

CENTRAL PENINSULA GARDEN CLUB MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 

If you haven’t renewed your individual or family membership, the time to do that 

is now. Membership runs from September 1 to August 31. You can easily sign 

up on the club website or print out a membership form on our website and send 

to the club address with your dues. 

Membership fees are $20 for an individual and $30 for a family membership 

Please go to our website to become a new member or renew your membership. 

https://www.cenpengardenclub.org/membership.html 
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CPGC Mini-Grants promote local agriculture!!! 
 

The Central Peninsula Garden Club Mini-Grant Committee is now accepting 
applications for mini-grant projects in 2022. 

 

Grant Applications are currently being accepted for 2022 
 

Grants are set up to support other organizations’ efforts that directly promote local 
agriculture. The mini-grant request form may be found on the CPGC website. 

 

 

Please e-mail Terrell Brewer at ltbrewer2@yahoo.com for more info. 

Don’t forget folks. If you purchase items through Amazon Smile, a 

percentage of your purchase can be designated for donation to the 

Central Peninsula Garden Club. This costs you nothing extra on your 

purchase. Just go into your account and choose the Central Peninsula 

Garden Club as your charity of choice. What a great and easy way to 

support the club. We certainly appreciate your support! 

 

 
 

 

  
 

All the pictures in this newsletter were taken on the central Kenai 

Peninsula. These pictures were posted by our club members and they are 

copied here for your enjoyment. Good job CPGC gardeners! 



 

 

The Best Salsa You’ll Ever Make 

Ingredients 

• 7 cups chopped cored, peeled tomatoes (if using a food processor, no need 

to peel) 

• 1½ cups chopped onion 

• 1½ cups mild chopped green chili peppers anaheim, ancho, or even 

red/yellow sweet for a milder salsa 

• 1/2 cup jalapeños finely chopped (and seeded if you'd like - leaving the 

seeds makes it spicier) 

• 3 cloves garlic minced 

• 3/4 cup white or apple cider vinegar 

• 1 Tablespoon chili powder 

• 1 teaspoon ground cumin 

• 2 teaspoons salt 

• 1 to 2 teaspoons pepper 

• 1 to 2 teaspoons dry oregano 

• 1 to 2 teaspoons cayenne powder to taste 

• ½ to 1 cup fresh cilantro to taste 

 

1. Place tomatoes and peppers of choice in the oven under broiler to get a bit of a 

roast and char on them. I don’t peel my tomatoes but I do seed the peppers.  

 

2. After roasting, place the tomatoes in a colander to let some of the water drain 

from them. This will make your salsa a bit thicker. 

 

3. Place the tomatoes & peppers in a stock pot and blend with a hand-held blender 

or even a potato masher to break them up. Not too much as you want some chunks 

in the salsa. 

 

4. Place rest of ingredients in the stock pot and cook to boiling stirring often for 20 

minutes. 

 

5. Place your salsa into canning jars and water bath pints for 15 minutes and 20 

minutes for quarts. 

 
 

 

You can alter the spiciness of the salsa while cooking on the stovetop until you get 

it just how you like it before canning. You can also alter the salsa by adding corn, 

beans, or any other item that makes it your salsa. Enjoy. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK CLUB 
The book club finished their first read and it’s time to think about another for the 

winter. David Rigell is the coordinator for this activity and he’s ready to help anyone 

and everyone interested in signing up. The idea of a book club was proposed and 

launched last March, at the beginning of the growing season!! Even though this timing 

is pretty obviously a conflict for gardeners busy outdoors in their gardens, we had 14 

members sign up at the March round table session. So, we carried on with this great 

response and selected our first book to read together. It was a little tough reading 

through the growing season and it looks as if winter would be a much better time for 

this activity. SO, we now need to see if this idea has merit during the winter. A more 

natural time to do it! They are all of interest to gardeners and we can expand the list as 

we move forward. We can now meet each other personally and discuss the next book 

while enjoying a coffee and snack! This will be a great advantage over a virtual 

summertime book club. The personal interaction and discussion of what we are 

learning in these books are part and parcel of what the CPGC offers in our workshops 

and monthly meetings. Please let me know if you are interested in taking part this 

winter and we can get in touch to decide together which books and where we should 

get together for cold winter chats. Obvious to me it will be a warm and inviting space 

where we can all be comfortable. 

There are several ways to sign up. Contact David Rigell at drigall@rigelldesign.com, 

you can send your interest to the club email, or you can go to the club webpage and 

look under Activities & Events. You’ll see a tab labeled Book Club. Click to sign up. 

The first book was The Invention of Nature: Alexander von Humboldt’s New World. 

Humboldt lived from 1769 to 1859 and his writings inspired other naturalists and poets 

such as Darwin, Wordsworth, and Goethe, and the book makes the compelling case 

that it was Humboldt’s influence that led John Muir to his ideas of natural preservation 

and that shaped Thoreau’s Walden. 

 

Three books are left from the original four initially suggested and a short description of 

those three books are provided after this introduction. If there is a particular 

publication you think would make a worthy read, it can be suggested at the first 

meeting for discussion. Please sign up by Nov 30 if you are interested. 

mailto:drigall@rigelldesign.com


 

 

 



 

 

 

 
A person has made at least a start on discovering the 

meaning of human life when he plants shade trees 

under which he knows full well he will never sit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

What follows is part 1 of a 5-part series to help you get your best garden 

  The author is Joe Lamp’l of Growing a Greener World fame and he has 

graciously authorized the reprinting of his published garden articles. 

You can catch his show, Growing a Greener World on PBS and it’s also 

easily viewed on YouTube.  https://www.growingagreenerworld.com/    

https://www.growingagreenerworld.com/


 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 
Stay tuned for part 2 in the Dec Newsletter 

Feed the Soil (And Let the Soil Feed the Plants) 


