
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Gardening Friends 

We made it to May folks! The days are getting into the 50s and more importantly 

night temperatures are starting to stay above freezing. We are getting mighty close 

to in ground planting and you folks with high tunnels are most likely already 

planting in the ground with a lot of sprouts showing their little green leaves. 

Just a reminder to be patient friends when it comes to planting outdoors. I know I 

like to put my Cole crops out by mid-May, but they all have either a row cover or 

an individual plastic milk jug over them for extra warmth. This has worked for me 

in years past and I’m assuming it will be fine this year too. Check out the article 

later in the newsletter about direct sowing in colder soil temperatures. 

I refuse to believe we’ll have as cold a summer as last year and am hoping some of 

my varieties of tomato bred to grow in cooler temperatures will decide to produce 

this year. Last year, my Stupice tomato plants grew fairly well outdoors, but they 

would not set fruit. Maybe this year. If any of you have success with growing 

tomatoes outdoors with decent fruit production, be sure to let us know as I’m sure 

everyone would like to know your growing conditions or secrets. 

If you have anything you’d like to see in the newsletter, please send your pictures, 

recipes, or articles to cpgcnewsletter@gmail.com.  Thanks, Larry  

ORDERING FOR THE SOIL AMENDMENTS SALE IS OVER 
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The next program meeting will be on Tuesday, September 13, 2022, 7 PM, at 

College Heights Baptist Church located at 44440 Kalifornsky Beach Rd, 

Soldotna, AK. 

More to come on who the featured speaker will be for the start of the new season 

for program meetings. Remember, our programs run on the second Tuesday of the 

month from September through April. 

 

 

 

        WORKSHOPS 
                         The following workshops are in the queue. 

       CANNING:  Cleta Elifritz  May 14, 2 PM 

       COMPOSTING: Larry Opperman, July 23, 2 PM 

There is a $5 sign up fee to attend workshops & we expect the link to sign up on the club 

webpage will be up and running on Monday May 2. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  ROUNDTABLE 
 

 

CPGC Mini-Grants promote local agriculture!!! 
Grant applications are no longer being accepted for 2022. 

Get your application ready to submit in 2023  
 

 

 

 

 

 

“…And then the creatures yanked him 

out of the ground, skinned him alive, 

boiled him, and ate him. The End!                      

NOW GOT TO SLEEP!!” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOIL AMENDMENT SALE 2022 

REMINDER 
The ordering period for the soil amendments is over. 

Please don’t forget to pick up your amendments on May 14, from 

10 AM to 2 PM at 

Kenai Feeds, mile 14.5 on K-Beach Road. 

While not a steadfast rule, please try to come during the time 

based on the first letter of your last name. This helps prevent long 

waits and traffic problems in the Kenai Feed lot.  

For those of you who ordered the 30 cubic foot sacks of Fritz 

Miller’s compost, your names, addresses, and phone numbers will 

be forwarded to Fritz to confirm your purchase and schedule for 

delivery or pickup. 

Watch for the garden club banners at the entrance to Kenai Feed 

and follow the garden club arrows to the pickup location. 

Last name starts with: 

A thru D: 10 am to 11 am 

E thru K: 11 am to 12 pm 

L thru P: 12 pm to 1 pm 

Q thru Z: 1 pm to 2 pm 

 

Thanks, Larry 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The garden club could use your help with plant donations for the 

upcoming plant sale. This is one of our more important fundraisers 

and you can help make it even better. Directions on when & where to 

drop off your donated plants will be in the June Newsletter.  

      Contact Cathy Haas at 907-262-7248 for more information 

 

 

 

ANNUAL 

PLANT SALE 

JUNE 11 AT COLLEGE HEIGHTS BAPTIST CHURCH 

44440 K-BEACH RD  SOLDOTNA AK 

STARTS AT 10 AM UNTIL PLANTS ARE SOLD OUT 

BE EARLY AS THEY GO FAST 

 

 

GET A HEADSTART 

ON YOUR PLANTING 

VEGETABLE STARTS, 

FLOWERS, TREES, 

BUSHES ALL READY TO 

TRANSPLANT 



Grow Buckets Workshop 

With Don St. John 

Don St. John gave a great workshop on grow buckets April 16 with 25 people 

in attendance. Everyone who attended at the Food Bank learned a lot as Don 

explained how his watering system worked, his fertilizer recommendations and 

recipes, different sized containers, and any changes he plans to make in his 

future grow bucket processes. His workshop was enjoyed by all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Thanks Again Don! 

We certainly hope you will consider another 

workshop for us in the future. 



Did you know the Kenai Soil & Water Conservation District has gardening 

and farm equipment for rent. You can rent items as small as a broadfork or as 

large as a manure spreader. Certain larger items require a district approved 

operator for use, but the prices are right and it might save you a few dollars 

instead of making a large purchase. The Kenai Soil & Water Conservation 

District partners with Kenai Feed & Supply to make its inventory of 

specialized farming equipment available to Cooperators and other Kenai 

Peninsula producers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Follow this link to the district website for equipment rental information. 

https://kenaisoilandwater.org/equipment-rental/ 

https://kenaisoilandwater.org/equipment-rental/


The club had a wonderful day at the Peninsula Center Mall in the Let’s Celebrate 

and Play event focusing on the Week of the Young Child. 

 

Our club booth was set up to provide containers, soil, and seeds to any youngster 

who wanted to try their hand at planting and growing a vegetable. 

The club would like to thank Trinity Greenhouse for the generous donation of 

bagged soil, Cathy Haas & Terrell Brewer for the planting containers, & Mitzi Long 

for the seeds. It was a fun day at the mall and it appeared the kids had a great time. 

 



Do you need a soil thermometer? 

With the weather warming and our garden soils starting to thaw getting us all excited 
for direct sowing our seeds, have you ever thought about what you might be able to 
direct sow now, May 1? 

I would advise all gardeners to invest in a soil thermometer to check soil temperatures 
for sowing a few seeds that can tolerate lower soil temps. If the right temperatures 
can be reached and the soil is workable, there are quite a few plants you can direct 
sow now. 

Lettuce, onions, parsnips, & spinach can germinate when soil temperatures hit 35 
degrees. We’re mighty close to those soil temps now if we haven’t reached them 
already. In fact, my raised bed soil temps are hovering just below 40 degrees right 
now, so I plan to try these four plants mentioned in this paragraph within the next few 
days, and hopefully, some of the 40+ degree plants in the near future. 

When soil temperatures get to the 40-degree range, there is a litany of plants you can 
direct sow. These plants include: turnips, celery, Swiss chard, rutabaga, beets, broccoli, 
Brussels sprouts, Chinese cabbage, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, kale, collards, 
kohlrabi, leeks, parsley, peas, and radishes will germinate outdoors. 

Then there are tomatoes, green beans, dry beans, cucumbers, squash, corn, pumpkin, 
eggplant, melons, cantaloupe, okra and peppers — all vegetables or fruits that require 
soil temperatures to be 50 degrees before they will germinate. This is the main reason 
why soil warming techniques such as cold frames or clear plastic mulch and 
greenhouses were traditionally mandated for growing them here. 

Most gardeners compost throughout the year and your compost thermometer would 
be perfect for checking soil temps. They aren’t expensive and may help you get a head 
start on your growing season.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

We’d like to welcome RustyRavin 

Plant Ranch into the group of local 

vendors offering a discount to paid up 

garden club members. RustyRavin is 

offering a 10% discount to our paid-

up members, and please remember, 

you must have your membership card 

with you to get your discount.                   

 



WORLD NAKED GARDENING DAY 2022 

MAY 7TH 

I had mentioned to my wife I was thinking about participating in this now 
worldwide event which started in 2005. Since 2014, World Naked 

Gardening Day has been held on the first Saturday in May.  

I told my wife I thought this would be great publicity for the garden club to 
bare it all in this refreshing event with the rest of the world and she had a 

few choice words of wisdom for me. 

“Larry, the idea of the garden club is to educate and bring new people into 
the club. I’m afraid if you participate in this chilly endeavor, you’ll drive 

people AWAY from the club. Now, is that what you want?”  

I thought about it for a minute and started to understand the wisdom of her 
words. Besides that, it’s likely to be pretty cold that day and as a man, I’d 

hate to endure the ramifications of that potential, if you know what I mean. 

So, I promise there will be no naked gardening by me and as far as I’m 
concerned, that sure sounds like good justification for everyone to join the 

Central Peninsula Gardening Club! 

MAYBE NEXT YEAR? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The kids are always a hoot to interact with and it’s encouraging to 

see how involved and mature the 4H kids are with their projects. 

They know their projects inside and out and even the youngest 4H 

members can explain their projects with pure professionalism. 

The garden club will be there again doing what we can to support a 

great local program for our Kenai Peninsula kids. 



A BIG THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING LOCAL VENDORS 

PROVIDING DISCOUNTS TO PAID UP CPGC MEMBERS 

PLEASE REMEMBER YOU MUST HAVE YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD 

WITH YOU TO RECEIVE YOUR DISCOUNT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                                                

 

 

 

Stellaria 

Trial 

Garden 

  

 

  

 
The next episode of Growing a Greener Kenai 

will broadcast at 11 AM on Saturday, May 7 on  

KDLL, 91.9 on your FM dial. My special guest for 

this show will be Heidi Rader. Heidi is an Associate 

Professor at the UAF Extension Center specializing 

in agriculture and horticulture.  
 

Growing a Greener Kenai will now be broadcast on 

the first and third Saturday of the month from May 

through September. 
 

We’d love to have you call in at 907-283-8433 or 

email us at growingagreenerkenai@kdll.org with any 

questions for Heidi.    

 


