May 2021

NEWSLETTER
The Central Peninsula Garden Club

Greetings Central Peninsula Garden Club members.
Happy May fellow gardeners. Can you believe it? Only a few weeks before we can do some early
seeding in our outdoor garden beds and about a month before we can start putting out transplants.
WOO HOO…we made it! And I’m sure many of you, like me, have quite a few starts already up
and getting bigger and stronger everyday awaiting that day when they can escape to the outside.
Be extra careful if the weather is nicer than normal because you’ll be taking a chance doing
transplants early. I planted some starts last year on May 15 and got really lucky as we had a hard
cold snap and I thought I’d lost everything, but they survived.
As a reminder, there are no garden club meetings through the summer and our next get together
will be on Sep 14, 2021, 7 PM, at a new location to be revealed as soon as possible. We look
forward to everyone getting back together for our meetings and to talk gardening. It’s always nice
to hear how everyone’s garden and greenhouse did over our short growing season.
And don’t forget we would love to print your gardening stories, pictures, and recipes in our
newsletter. You can email your stories, pics, & recipes to me at CPGCNewsletter@gmail.com.
Larry Opperman, Newsletter Editor
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The CPGC Board of Directors wishes to express our thanks to all the folks who made purchases during
the 2021 soil amendments sale. We had higher sales than in 2020 & it’s all due to our members, friends,
neighbors, & fellow gardeners. This was the first year we offered credit card sales through our website
and it was a great success. We owe a debt of gratitude to those of you who used the website and paid
the service fee connected to your purchase. Not one single order opted out of the service fee thus
requiring the club to pay that expense. Your generosity will make this year’s sale the biggest & best yet!

THANK YOU ALL FOR MAKING THIS YEAR’S AMENDMENT SALE A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!

REMINDER!
The garden club could use your help with plant donations for the
upcoming plant sale. This is one of our more important fundraisers and
you can help make it even better. Directions on when & where to drop
off your donated plants will be in the June Newsletter.
Contact Cathy Haas at 262-7248 for more information

May 11, 2021 CPGC Program Meeting
Yes, we are having a May 11 program meeting. With all the shut downs in the last year and
having a person ready to help us out in May, we thought…what the heck…let’s have a May
meeting this year!
We are excited to have Robbi Mixon for the May presentation.
The topic will be how shopping for produce on the food hub supports local agriculture and
Alaska food security, and how people can get involved selling some of their own abundance on
the food hub.
Below is a short bio provided by Robbi.
Hello! I’m the executive director of the Alaska Food Policy Council, and also the Local Foods
Director for a regional non-profit, Cook Inletkeeper, where we the state’s first food hub, the
Alaska Food Hub, now beginning its sixth season of operation. We've also restarted the Alaska
Farmers Market Association and are working on Alaskanizing “Salmon-Safe” agricultural
practices. I’ve just “retired” from directing the Homer farmers' market for the last decade. I raise
chickens, ducks, and the occasional pig with my partner, who’s an amazing chef amongst many
things, at our micro-farm, Monkey Hollow.
We will be meeting again on May 11, 2021 at Peninsula Grace Church located at 44175 KBeach Road. The meeting will start at 7 PM with the Zoom portion beginning closer to 7:30 PM.
Remember, you must be a paid-up member to receive the link to watch on Zoom. But why not
head on down to Peninsula Grace and join us in person. We’ll have door prizes, snacks, and
would love to see everyone there to talk gardening. See you all on the 11 th!

CPGC Mini-Grants promote local agriculture!!!
The Central Peninsula Garden Club Mini-Grant Committee is now accepting
applications for mini-grant projects in 2021.
Grants are set up to support other organizations’ efforts that directly promote local
agriculture. The mini-grant request form may be found on the CPGC website.

Please e-mail Terrell Brewer at ltbrewer2@yahoo.com for more info.
Be on the lookout for the garden tour schedule. Garden Tours occur in June, July,
and August, and provide an opportunity to see what other gardeners are
doing. Garden Tours are open to dues-current CPGC members only.
If you’d like to share your garden with club members, let us know.

DON’T FORGET!
Soil Amendments Pickup Day May 8
The soil amendments ordering deadline has now passed and if you placed an order, you need to pick
it up on May 8 at Kenai Feed, 38612 K-Beach Road…2 miles west of the K-Beach - Bridge Access
Rd intersection.
The pickup time is from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM and you will receive an email with the time for you to
come based on your last name. This will not be strictly adhered to but it sure helped last year by
staging the pickups out through the day instead of everyone showing up at once. I’ll send out a
reminder email to everyone on Friday May 7. The garden club thanks Kenai Feed and Grandpa’s
Worm Castings for supporting this important fundraiser. And we also thank you to all who placed an
order and look forward to seeing you on May 8.
GRANDPA’S
100% WORM
CASTINGS
Kasilof, AK

Green Waves –CPGC on Radio Kenai!
Follow CPGC members Larry Opperman & Sharon Gherman on Radio Kenai:
https://www.radiokenai.net/stations/listen-online/
This radio gardening program offers listeners a chance to ask questions and
hear what other gardeners on the Peninsula have to say.
The next broadcast will be on May 6, 4PM, on KSRM

Don’t forget folks. If you purchase items through Amazon
Smile, a percentage of your purchase can be designated
for donation to the Central Peninsula Garden Club. This
costs you nothing extra on your purchase. Just go into
your account and choose the Central Peninsula Garden
Club as your charity of choice. What a great and easy way
to support the club. We certainly appreciate your support!

April 13, 2021 Monthly Program Recap
Our guest speaker in April was Rosemary Fitzpatrick, Homer News Gardening Column writer and
gardener extraordinaire. Her presentation was a hoot to sit in on as she is about as no nonsense
about gardening as you’ll ever meet. The group asked plenty of questions and she gave the best
direct, and funny answers you’d ever hear. Hey Rosemary, do ever do this when starting your
garden? I’ve read where it really works. Good gravy why would you waste your time with a crazy
endeavor like that. You’re making twice the work for yourself. It’s very simple: seed in the
ground, water, warmth, and it grows. What more do you need to know than that? We had a great
time and look forward to the next time Rosemary can speak to our group.
There was a good crowd at Peninsula Grace and on Zoom. Our plan is to be back to normal
program meetings starting our next season in September. We’d love to have you there!

By Sharon Gherman, CPGC Member

What a great article by Sharon on how to get started if you’re a beginning gardener.
There’s great information too for experienced gardeners. On the next page, there is a
copy of the Recommended Varieties for Southcentral Alaska for those of you trying to
decide on what to plant. This list is from the UAF Extension Center and a wealth of
information is provided on their website. Give them a look. http://cespubs.uaf.edu/
And remember, someone in the garden club will always be able to answer any questions
you might have about getting started or with any problems you may be having. You can
also always ask questions by sending them to our Facebook page or the club email.

FAVORITE RECIPES FROM THE GARDEN
Garlic Scape Pesto
¼ cup toasted and ground pine nuts
1 cup cut garlic scapes (remove flower part)
Grind in food processor
Add juice of two fresh squeezed limes
Slowly add ½ cup Extra Virgin Olive Oil (EVOO)
Add some fresh grated parmesan ¾-1 cup
Blend again & add another ½ cup EVOO and
salt to taste.
Thanks to Marcia Kardatzke for a great recipe!

