March 2022

NEWSLETTER
The Central Peninsula Garden Club

Hello Gardening Friends
The month of March. We’ve all heard the saying: March is in like a lion and out
like a lamb. It means the weather is cold and nasty at the beginning part of the
month of March but the weather is more tame at the end of the month. I don’t know
about you, but I’m not real sure that relates to us in Alaska. March is cold and can
be as snowy as any other month. We’re getting our daylight back, but out like a
lamb? I don’t think so! Even at the end of March, there are two solid months before
plant starts can be placed in outdoor beds. I’ve pushed the limit to mid-May before,
but each plant has a plastic milk jug “greenhouse” to protect them. It’s still a chance
though.
January and February went pretty fast and the programs for those months were
great. Sarah from Sarah’s Alaska Honey did a great job talking about bees as
pollinators and as a source of honey.
Sarah & Rupert from Kenai Feed did a wonderful job discussing the ins and outs of
high tunnels and the advantage of using them to extend our short growing season.
We certainly hope they will all come back on a future date to speak with us again.
If you have anything you’d like to see in the newsletter, please send your pictures,
recipes, or articles to cpgcnewsletter@gmail.com. Thanks, Larry
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We have some sad news to report in our garden
club family. Board member Charlene McLean
lost her battle with cancer and she passed away
on Jan 18. She was able to get back to Alaska,
the state she loved, and was surrounded by
family as she passed. Please keep her family in
your thoughts and prayers. Her support and
positive attitude working to build a better
garden club will be missed by all.

The next program meeting will be on Mar 8, 2022, 7 PM, at our NEW
LOCATION, College Heights Baptist Church located at 44440 Kalifornsky
Beach Rd, Soldotna, AK.
The Mar 8 program will focus on the new Seed Library started by Lora Hagelund
of Stellaria Gardens. The seed library is located at the Soldotna Public Library.

Hey all you gardening friends. Did you know you might qualify for a mini-grant from the
Central Peninsula Garden Club? Why not take a look at your operation and apply? You never
know and the answer is always no if you don’t apply. If you have any questions about whether
you do or don’t qualify, contact Terrell Brewer at ltbrewer2@yahoo.com and she’ll help you
determine if you qualify for a grant. You can also discuss with Terrell at one of our monthly
meetings.

CPGC Mini-Grants promote local agriculture!!!
The Central Peninsula Garden Club Mini-Grant Committee is now accepting
applications for mini-grant projects in 2022.

Grant Applications are currently being accepted for 2022
Grants are set up to support other organizations’ efforts that directly promote local
agriculture. The mini-grant request form may be found on the CPGC website.

Another round of potential funding for Alaska gardeners and
farmers. I have provided the link to the Natural Resources
Conservation Service web page for your convenience. Just go to
Newsroom and News Releases to find the program.
GOOD LUCK!
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ak/home/

WHAT’S ON THE HORIZON
WORKSHOPS: The following workshops are in the queue.
GROW BUCKETS: Don St. John April 16 1:30 PM
CANNING: Cleta Elifritz May 14, 2 PM
COMPOSTING: Larry Opperman, Jun 19, 2 PM
We will send out a message to everyone when the webpage sign up is ready and
the location for each workshop, so stay tuned.
AMENDMENT SALE: The annual amendment sale fundraiser will be coming up
soon. The last day to order will be April 30 with item pickup on May 14 at Kenai
Feeds.
The items for sale this year are:
Alaska Fish Bone Meal
Agricultural Lime
Vermicompost
TNT Compost produce locally by Fritz Miller
The webpage will be set up for online ordering again this year along with order
forms you can print and mail in. We will also have order forms available at the
monthly program meetings.

Growing A Greener Kenai
Be sure to listen to the new central peninsula gardening show,
Growing a Greener Kenai, broadcast on local National Public Radio station
KDLL FM 91.9.
The next show will be broadcast on March 12 at 11AM.
You can email the show at growingagreenerkenai@kdll.org at any time and we’ll
do our best to answer your questions or comments.

Seed Starting Workshop
Cathy Haas presented the first workshop of the year on February 5 at the
Kenai Peninsula Food Bank. Cathy explained the ins and outs of seed
starting in our zone. She explained certain seeds actually should be started
now, like lobelia, and others can be started later in the year. She described
how some varieties should be started in pots and transplanted up and seeds
that can be direct sown in the ground. It was a great presentation and very
informative to the 23 folks in attendance. Great job Cathy and thank you!

Don’t forget you can support the
Central Peninsula Garden Club
when you make a purchase
through AmazonSmile or Fred
Meyer.
Just designate the Central
Peninsula Garden Club as
your charity of choice in
your Amazon or Fred’s
account. Thanks!!

You will notice a few ads throughout the
newsletter. These ads reflect the local
vendors who are providing discounts to
paid up garden club members. While
most items will qualify for a discount,
please respect the decision of the
business to not offer certain items for
discount as the profit margin on some
items are already very low. Thank you to
all the local vendors supporting the
Central Peninsula Garden Club.

Vendor Discounts
Kenai Feed: 5%
Krafted On The Kenai: 5%
Panama Reds: 5%
Cool Cache Farms: 5%
Stellaria Trial Gardens: 10%

Stellaria
Trial
Garden

What follows is part 4 of a 5-part series to help you get your best garden
The author is Joe Lamp’l of Growing a Greener World fame and he has
graciously authorized the reprinting of his published garden articles.
You can catch his show, Growing a Greener World on PBS and it’s also
easily viewed on YouTube. https://www.growingagreenerworld.com/

Stay tuned for part 5 in the April Newsletter
Watering Properly

It’s that time again.
Don’t forget to set
your clocks ahead one
hour on Sunday,
March 13th.

