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From The Editor

March 19th marks the first day of spring. The good news is that it comes early this 
year!

Just to get everyone thinking about their spring to do lists, I’m happy to announce 
the Garden Club will be having a Soil Amendments Fundraiser this spring – that’s 
right! Sea Ag is back! Plus some extra goodies your soil might need. Those 
interested in purchasing sea ag, worm castings, or lime are welcome to attend our 
garden club general meetings March 10 and April 14, were order forms will be 
available.

Please join us Tuesday, March 10 for our monthly program where we will learn 
about the plague of the Peninsula – spruce bark beetles! The presentation will be 
led by Dawn Magness with the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge from 7 PM – 8 PM 
at the Peninsula Grace Church.

March also kicks off our workshop series.  March 21st we’ll be learning about birch 
syrup with Sharon Gherman, and the afternoon workshop will be  pruning and 
grafting with Mike O’Brien.  Please visit our website to register.  Garden club 
members get special preference until March 13th !

Happy spring everyone!

Mallory Millay
CPGC Newsletter Editor
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Get Your Moose Fence Ready!
Moose need to eat more than 50 pounds per 
day in the spring, summer, and fall to 
support their body weight. A moose 
stomach can hold more than 100 pounds of 
food at once!
https://forum.americanexpedition.us/bull-moose-
information-facts-photos-and-artwork
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Events in the Garden

CPGC and the Kenai Wildlife Refuge Presents: Spruce 
Bark Beetles!!

Tuesday, March 10th @ 7PM – 8 PM , Peninsula Grace Church
Dr. Dawn Magness of the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge will be giving us so much great 
information on how to identify and battle these pests that you’re not gonna want to miss this! 
Come learn with us!

Alaska Botanical Garden
Find out more at https://www.alaskabg.org/workshops.html

The spring and fall 
equinoxes are the 
only two times in the 
year when the sun 
rises due east and 
sets due west!
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CPGC Workshops Are Just Around the Corner!

March 21, 2020: Birch Syrup with Sharon Gherman. 10 a.m. - 12p.m. 

March 21, 2020: Pruning & Grafting with O’Brien Nursery. 1p.m. - 3 

p.m. 

Garden Club Members can sign up before the workshops are open to 

the public by following this link: Central Peninsula Garden Club : 
2020 Garden Club Workshops - Event Registration

Alaska Botanical Garden Events Continued:

Kenai Peninsula Garden Club’s Soil 
Amendment Sale

Sea Ag! Lime! Worm Castings! Get it while it lasts!

The Garden Club will be selling sea ag, lime and worm castings  
for the next 2 months and at our next two general meetings, 

March 10th and April 14th. 

**All products will be available for pick up at Kenai Feed May 2nd***

Spring is nature’s way of saying, “Let’s party!”
- Robin Williams (1951–2014)
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CPGC MINI GRANTS!
The Central Peninsula Garden Club mini-grant committee is now accepting applications 

for a mini-grant project for this year. The grants are set up to support other 
organizations’ efforts that directly promote local agriculture. The mini-grant request 

form may be found on the CPGC website.

Last year’s grants were awarded to: The Kenai Local Food Connection, Kenai Peninsula 
Fair, Soldotna Montessori Charter School and K-Beach Elementary School.

Please e-mail cenpengardenclub@gmail.com if you have any questions.

The daylight is definitely returning, and at least some of us are starting to get that feeling 
that spring really, really, really is ahead. We might actually once again be able to grow 
things outdoors despite what was a cold winter.

This is the time of year to do several things of importance. The first is to get those spring 
bulbs you potted up last fall out of the crawl space and into the light so they will bloom 
before the ones you planted outdoors. Nothing hard here! Give them water and stand back 
and see what happens. Hopefully, you kept them in the dark long enough and at cold 
enough temperatures for them to put out roots and, now, green shoots. Grow them in a 
relatively cool spot until you get great green growth and flowers. Good light helps, as 
always.

Next, this is also the time of year to buy fuchsia starts. There are so many varieties, each 
producing tons of unique flowers. You buy them now while they are small so you can train 
them into basket size or as trees known as “standards.” Start pinching!

And it is time to get out the stored fuchsia and put them into a place where there is ample 
light. Adding some supplemental light will be the best, obviously, but you shouldn’t use up 
your precious space under lights if you don’t have room. If that is the case, give them your 
best sunlight. Your plants may have green growth on them already. Or, they may simply 
have leaf buds, which will burst open in the couple of weeks after they are exposed to light 
and given water. Again, relatively cool temperatures will help keep fuchsias from stretching 
out too much.

You should shape your plant now to make sure it develops properly. Professionals trim 
them into pyramid shapes and then judicially pinch back new growth where it needs it to 
fill out the plant. Each pinch causes branching.

Tuberous begonia corms were not traditionally re-planted until April. I think we can move 
that up a couple of weeks, so there is nothing wrong with getting yours out of storage now 
or buying some from your favorite nurseries. Put them on a tray. If they are in soil, leave 
them there. Don’t water them. Simply expose the concave side of the tubers to light so they 
will start sprouting. This can take a few weeks no matter what kind of light you give them. 
Then they should be inserted into damp, “composty” soil without getting any in the 
concave area that faces up.

Continued Page 6…

The light is coming back. It’s time to get spring bulbs out of storage.  
By Jeff Lowenfels

Read more at: https://www.adn.com/alaska-life/gardening/2020/02/27/the-light-is-coming-back-its-time-to-get-
spring-bulbs-out-of-storage/
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Spring Equinox 2020: The Earliest First Day of 

Spring in 124 Years

On Thursday, March 19, 2020, at 11:50 p.m. EDT, those of us in the Northern 
Hemisphere will welcome spring with the arrival of the vernal equinox. If this seems 
early to you, you’re right! In fact, this is the earliest the vernal equinox has occurred in 
124 years. Traditionally, we celebrate the first day of spring on March 21, but 
astronomers and calendar manufacturers alike now say that the spring season starts on 
March 20th, in all time zones in North America. And in 2020, it’s even a day earlier than 
that!

Regardless of what the weather is doing outside, the equinox marks the official start of 
the spring season.

How could the first day of spring change from year to year?
There are a few reasons why seasonal dates can vary from year to year. The first is that a 
year is not an even number of days and neither are the seasons.
Another reason is that the earth’s elliptical orbit is changing its orientation (skew), which 
causes the earth’s axis to constantly point in a different direction, called precession. 
Since the seasons are defined as beginning at strict 90-degree intervals, these positional 
changes affect the time the earth reaches each 90-degree location in its orbit around 
the sun.
The pull of gravity from the other planets also affects the location of the earth in its 
orbit. The current seasonal lengths for the Northern Hemisphere are:

Summer — 93.641 days
Autumn — 89.834 days
Winter — 88.994 days
Spring — 92.771 days

What Does Vernal Equinox Mean?
Vernal translates to “new” and “fresh,” and equinox derived from the Latin aequus (equal) 
and nox (night).
So what does that mean? Essentially, our hours of daylight — the period of time each day 
between sunrise and sunset — have been growing slightly longer each day since 
the Winter Solstice in December, which is the shortest day of the year (at least in terms of 
light). Even after three months of lengthening days, though, we still see less light than 
darkness over the course of a day. The vernal equinox marks the turning point when 
daylight begins to win out over darkness.

Read further at: https://www.farmersalmanac.com/spring-equinox-first-day-spring
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‘Spring bulbs’ continued from Page 4…
Some gardeners like to get their dahlia tubers out into the light at the same time they take 
care of their begonias. The idea is to encourage sprouting. These are potato-like tubers 
and have “eyes” that will develop just like they do on potatoes. It is often easier to divide 
clumps of these tubers after they have sprouted up a bit so you ensure you have an eye or 
two on each. Keep them “labeled.”

If you stored rhodochiton, aka “The Alaska State Fair plant,” you should bring them out 
and water them. In addition, look for seed from or in last year’s dried flowers. These are 
relatively expensive, and you should have plenty to use and share. Veterans to growing 
rhodochiton know it as an easy and unusual hanging plant to grow.

You should be working pelargoniums kept growing during the winter by shaping them. 
They should now be flowering. Keep cuttings and root after air-drying for 48 hours. It is 
also time to see if stored pelargoniums made it through the winter. Pull them out and cut 
down from their tips until you hit green, living tissue. Pot yours up, water them and put 
them into good light. Then start shaping them for outdoor use this summer.

That leaves the gladioli corms you stored. If you don’t have any, you can buy them from 
local nurseries. You will want at least a dozen. Plant up several corms every few days to 
stagger their flowering. Seem like a lot of work? It is the traditional way. However, many 
folks now are simply planting corms all at once, outdoors, in late spring with good results. 
This is, in part, because the season is longer and gladioli have more time to grow outdoors 
without getting cut down on frosts.

That’s it. It is not just the light that is here. Seed racks are too. Nurseries are open. Time to 
get supplies.

DO YOU ENJOY GARDENING AND WANT TO SHARE YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE WITH OTHERS? ARE YOU A FAN OF BEING CREATIVE 

AND WRITING?

The Kenai Peninsula Garden Club has a job for you!

We are looking for a newsletter editor beginning Fall 2020

As the newsletter editor, you are responsible for keeping your eyes and ears open for:

• Fun gardening events 

• Kenai Peninsula Garden Club news

• Interesting garden/agriculture articles from the news, internet, magazines, and 

more!

And sharing that information with garden club members in a once monthly newsletter.

The sky is the limit! Please email Mallory at cenpengardenclub@gmail.com for more 

information or if you or someone you know might be interested.

mailto:cenpengardenclub@gmail.com


Springtime Gardening
❖ Sprinkle river sand (dark) or ashes over the snow covering your garden in 

April to accelerate its removal. The dark color absorbs sun & heat. But be 
careful with ashes, match the type of ash with the type of plants. (Don 
Kunkel, Anchorage)

❖ Seeding soil: Mix 1/2 vermiculite & 1/2 seeding soil. Gives you a better 
quality, quantity soil & earlier seedings. The quality of my plants improved 
over previous years.

❖ Buy plugs from nurseries for early greenhouse blooms & cheaper prices. 
(Arlene Bowman, Palmer)

❖ Give young transplants additional protection after hardening them off by 
rinsing out plastic milk jugs at least twice, cutting off the bottoms & 
planting cold crop seedlings outside as soon as the soil can be worked. Put 
the plastic hot caps over each plant & bury the bottom in the soil until the 
plant outgrows it. This protects young plants & practically eliminates 
hardening off. (Anonymous M.G.)

❖ Planting peas early, by the end of April, gives them a good start before the 
slugs become too active. (Anne Cusick, Kodiak)

Springtime Garden Tips from Alaskan Master Gardeners!
https://www.alaskamastergardeners.org/northern_gardening_tips.html

https://www.facebook.com/CoedLleol/photos/a.177049675724402/2643721592390519/?
type=3&theater Page 7


