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Hello Garden Club Members,

This is our last newsletter before our combined July/August edition. As the summer advances, so
does the to-do list of garden chores.
Don’t forget to get those last-minute plants for your veggie garden and flowerbeds at our plant
sale June 6th starting at 10 AM! Looking forward to seeing you there.
And finally, our board has been working hard to start next years CPGC programs off with a bang!
We will have a lot to look forward to, so get ready for our meeting in September. Happy
gardening!
Mallory Millay
CPGC Newsletter Editor

Rabbit proof
Fencing and Repellents to Protect Your Garden
A friend of mine lives in a Sterling neighborhood overrun by rabbits. Initially, they
thought the numerous rabbits (domestic black and white bunnies someone
thoughtlessly released into the neighborhood) were adorable and fun to watch. And
then they wanted to plant a garden.
The rabbit proofing has begun!
In addition to the steps listed below for repelling and fencing out the intruders, you
can also ‘rent’ a live trap from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game. During the
change in hours for COVID-19, it might be best to call ahead and confirm their
availability.
HOW TO INSTALL A RABBIT-PROOF FENCE
Step 1: Hammer stakes 12 inches into the ground, one at each corner of the area you
want to protect.
Step 2: For effective rabbit-proofing, Hammer posts in every six feet between these
stakes, with even spacing between.
Step 3: Take chicken wire, enough to cover the distance between the first two corner
stakes and bend the bottom at a 90-degree angle, creating a 12-inch lip. This 12-inch
flap will cover the ground on the outside of your fence, ensuring the rabbits can’t
tunnel under it.
Step 4: Secure the portion of the fence with zip ties to the corner post, ensuring the
flap is on the outside.
Step 5: Do the same for the other sides of the fence.
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RABBIT CONTINUED…
Step 6: Using zip ties, secure the chicken wire to the posts. Stretch
the wire tight against the post and use the zip ties on the top,
middle and bottom of the fence to attach it tightly to the post.
Step 7: Using landscape garden staples, secure the flap to the
ground. Staple right at the 90-degree angle and at the outside
edge of the lip. Do this every two feet.
Step 8: Remove any excess wire using wire cutters. For best rabbitproofing results, check for any gaps in the fencing.
Step 9: Layer 2-3 inches of mulch over the outside flap to hide it.
RABBIT-PROOF GARDENS WITH REPELLENTS
You’ll also need to know how to repel rabbits from the garden. A
rabbit-proof fence doesn’t repel them; it just makes it more
difficult to gain access. There are two main tactics you can use to
repel rabbits from your garden. Use both for even better
protection from rabbit damage.
• Liquid or Granular Animal Repellent: The best rabbit deterrent
for gardens contains putrescent egg. While odorless to humans
once dry, it smells like rotting flesh to the rabbit. They
associate the smell with a predator being nearby and
instinctively flee the area.
• Motion Detector Sprinkler: Set one of these up, and when a
rabbit gets near, the unit senses its movement and it lets out a
burst of water combined with a tic-tic-tic noise. Rabbits are
startled, run in the other direction, and your garden is better
protected. The bottom line is you’ll have better luck keeping
rabbits out of the garden if you use rabbit deterrents in
combination with a rabbit-proof fence.
Read more tips here: https://www.havahart.com/articles/rabbit-proof-garden

The 2020 CPGC

Saturday, June 6, 10:00 a.m. until plants are
sold out
Location: Peninsula Grace Church, 44175 Kalifornsky Beach Road (at mi.
19.5, across the road from Craig Taylor Equipment) Soldotna, AK 99669
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KENAI SOIL
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT NEWS
CENTRAL PENINSULA FARMERS MARKETS are
planning to open on schedule in June!
• Have questions? Need an application? Here's
who to contact:
• Farmers Fresh Market (KP Food Bank) - Linda
Kendall, lindaK@kpfoodbank.org - open June 15

• Old Town Marketplace (Kenai) - Annette
Villa, http://kenaioldtownmarketplace.com/ open
• Soldotna Saturday Farmers Market - Elaine
Howell, http://soldotnasaturdayfarmersmarket.
com/ - open June 6
• Soldotna Wednesday Market - Annette
Villa, http://www.soldotnawednesdaymarket.co
m/ -open June 3
FARMERS MARKET COVID-19 GUIDANCE AND
FOOD SAFETY Alaska has had the advantage of
learning from farmers markets across the country
about how to operate safely during a pandemic. On
April 24th, Alaska Farmers Market Assoc., Alaska
Food Policy Council and Alaska DEC hosted a series
on farm food safety, Alaska Cottage Food Law, and
best practices for farmers markets and vendors.
•

You can view the recording here:
http://alaskafarmersmarkets.org/events/.

KENAI PENINSULA LOCAL FOOD DIRECTORY
2020 has arrived and distribution is underway!
• You can download your copy
at www.kenailocalfood.org. For more information,
contact kenailocalfood@gmail.com.
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DIY Hand Washing Station
With summer around the corner and farmers markets, BBQs, and birthday
parties to plan, here is a simple idea to keep everyone healthy and their
hands clean!

Get the full instructions HERE!
https://scgrowercom.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/handwashing_station_instructions-1.pdf

Other COVID-19 Tips for Keeping Yourself and Others
Healthy at a Farmers Market:
•

Call ahead and see if the market has a pickup option.

•

Wear a mask.

•

Go when the market is less busy, like in the morning or before closing. If that isn’t
an option – social distance. Maintain 6ft from others.

•

Don’t touch items you don’t plan on buying.

CPGC MINI GRANTS
The Central Peninsula Garden Club Mini-Grant Committee is now accepting applications
for mini-grant projects in 2020.
So far this year, grants have been awarded to:
The Kenai Local Food Connection
Kenai Peninsula Food Bank
Promote Our Pollinators - Kenai
Grants are set up to support other organizations’ efforts that directly promote local
agriculture. The mini-grant request form may be found on the CPGC website.
Please e-mail Terrell Brewer at ltbrewer2@yahoo.com for more info.
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Let’s move beyond gas lawnmowers, leaf blowers and other
exhaust-spewing yard tools
By Jeff Lowenfels
https://www.adn.com/alaskalife/gardening/2020/05/21/lets-move-beyond-gaslawnmowers-leaf-blowers-and-other-exhaustspewing-yard-tools/

A couple of weeks ago I spent one of those extremely frustrating hours (or was it two?) trying to get
my gas-powered chainsaw up and running so I could take care of some of the spruce bark beetlekilled trees in the yard. Anyone with a gasoline-powered saw knows exactly what I experienced. We
have all had at least one gas-powered tool fail to respond until finally the only solution is to get a
replacement.
Let me digress for a second. (Stick with me here, dear reader). If there is any positive side to the
COVID-19 pandemic, it is the impact that stay-at-home orders and limited social contact has had on
the environment. We have heard cities around the world reporting clean air, sightings of mountain
ranges long hidden by pollution and returning wildlife. I know the air here in Anchorage is cleaner.
Knowing how extra popular gardening will be this summer because of social distancing rules and the
opportunity to grow food, I actually worry that gardeners will be blamed for reversing some of the
environmental gains! Our lawn mowers and leaf blowers, weed eaters and tractors are by far some
of the most serious contributors to air (and noise) pollution. It’s worse than cars and trucks, yet we
blithely pull those starting cords and wander into the yard spewing filthy exhaust.
Now, I am the guy who constantly harps on his readers and folks in my audiences to get with the soil
food web program, protect the earth and reverse global warming. I urge shunning synthetic
fertilizers, herbicides or pesticides. Yet I sure use a lot of polluting machines to maintain my organic
lifestyle. It is time for me to change (and you know what that means for you!).
So, after my last frustrating attempt at starting an internal combustion engine, I did a bit of research
and got some great advice from my knowledgeable hardware person. The results? I now have a
battery-powered chainsaw as well as a similarly powered leaf blower. And I am here to tell you, it
was a great move well worth your contemplation.
Actually, all I really need to tell you is that the new chainsaw starts every single time I turn it on.
Instantly, effortlessly and immediately. And when I was contemplating how to proceed with my cuts,
it was completely off, as it has no need to idle. Just push the button and restart every single time.
And, in addition to low noise pollution, there is no exhaust. Enough power to down some pretty big
trees? You bet. I cut down the six trees I needed to in about one-third of the time it would have
taken with the gas-powered machine, assuming I ever got it started.
As for the blower, it was a similar, eye-opening experience. And, I didn’t smell of exhaust after
clearing a winter’s worth of sand and gravel from the driveway. I didn’t have to wear ear muffs for
noise, either. Clean and quiet are not words associated with leaf blowers. If we had had batteries as
light and powerful and long-lasting as the ones I got, even a leaf-blower hater like my dad would
have had one.
It occurs to me that in addition to the pollution savings, there is another benefit to battery power.
There is a greater possibility that others in the household might engage in using some of these yard
machines. No gasoline mixes, no starting fluids, no tuning and, in fact, no need to understand how a
small engine works and needs to be maintained.
I know a battery operated string trimer is next. I now realize half my time using gas-powered engines
to accomplish a garden chore is (now was) spent on the darn machine and not the chore at hand. It
looks like batteries can rectify this.
Now I am wondering, do they make electric lawn tractors? I am sure they do.
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Alaska Botanical Garden
Find out more at https://www.alaskabg.org/workshops.html

Summer Garden
Tours Are Here!

Garden Tours occur in
June, July, and August,
and provide an
opportunity to see
what other gardeners
are doing.
Email the Garden Club
at

What do you get a gardener who has
everything? A t-shirt of course!!
$5 Special!!

$ All t-shirts & hats!!

Get ‘em while we’ve got ‘em!
Central Peninsula Garden Club t-shirts, featuring
our gardening moose logo, are available at the June
6th Plant Sale or by contacting our merchandise
chair, Mitzie Long at (907) 395-7904.
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cenpengardenclub@
gmail.com to
nominate your
garden or someone
else’s as a tour
location!
*Garden Tours are
open to dues-current
CPGC members only.

Southcentral Gardening Thoughts Amid COVID-19 Reopening
From the Alaska Master Gardener Blog
https://alaskamastergardener.community.uaf.edu/2020/05/26/southcentral-gardening-thoughtsamid-covid-19-reopening/
As the zombie apocalypse known as COVID-19 recedes into a not so distant and unpleasant
memory, we make our way into spring and early summer. This year, I am armed with a modified
toolkit due to the Alaska Master Gardener Online Course last fall. So, how have things gone so far?
Goals
I had several goals this spring in no particular order. These include
Prune gooseberries, blueberries, and birch trees in the yard
See if I can recover growable yacon from corms stored over the winter
Change my soil mix from pure compost to a compost / topsoil / sand mix
Start a crop rotation in my raised beds.
Some of these worked out better than others, and as with all plans, no plan survives first contact
with reality intact. Here’s where we stand today:

Pruned gooseberries. Photo courtesy of author.

Pruning
Pruning is one of the things I wasn’t
doing in 15 years of living at this
address and setting up a garden over
the years. And the plants took
complete advantage of it. The
pruning module in the Course was an
introduction into what I viewed as a
black art. I supplemented the course
material (which included videos) with
multiple additional YouTube videos of
various gardeners pruning their
bushes and trees. The good news is
that I haven’t killed anything yet (that
I know of).

Right after breakup, while the soil was still frozen, I spent about a week pruning the
gooseberries. Per the instructions, I concentrated on suckers and branches that cross. Add to this
removing the low branches that rooted themselves and perhaps 90% of the pruning was
complete. Instructions recommend not removing more than a third of the plant per pruning pass
per year. I did a bit more than that. But the results are a nice visible improvement.
Next big project was the blueberries. I concentrated on removing the bottom ring of branches
from each plant. These had been overgrown by rings of branches above them. I probably have
more to do with these, but at least that project is started for this year.
The worst has been the black currants, which never went vertical. They are 2-3’ tall but the
branches spread out horizontally along the ground for a little way before going vertical. I still have
a number of dead branches to remove.
My raspberries were a bramble, and my only pruning was to remove the dead canes each spring. I
also experimented with cutting them all down to 4’ high early on. This was a mistake as it
removed my indicator of a dead cane – which was remains of berries on the upper parts of the
canes. Sigh, live and learn. Still working on these. This time of year, my sign will be lack of new
leaves trying to grow.
I also made a pruning pass on my birch trees, removing branches along the first few feet of the
trunk. I did the same thing on blue spruce trees in the front yard, mostly so I can get the mower
under them easily.
Yacon
This was the second year in the last 6-7 that I was able to successfully restart growth of stored
yacon corms. I’m still trying to figure out what I did differently. I believe it was leaving them in the
crawlspace a few more weeks before bringing them out. My experience with this technique is
that there will always be some growth over the winter; when these guys want to go they GO! The
key this year was planting the corm clumps and blasting them under indoor grow lights for 6
weeks or so before moving them out into the greenhouse.
Continued next page…..
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Garden blog continued….

Container of Yacon. Photo courtesy of author.

Once things warmed up sufficiently, I planted four of the clumps in one of our raised beds and
one in a large container on the back deck. The four clumps in the raised bed look very happy
and should produce nicely this summer. The clump on the back deck has a few crispy
leaves. We are thinking it was initially a little too hot on the deck. I plan on keeping it well
watered and seeing what happens.
Soil
In previous years, we had done all our planting in mulch from the compost bin and the worm
farm. Plants for the most part seemed happy, though squash and zucchini were decidedly
not. In the Course, the module on soils recommended going with thirds for planting –
compost, soil and sand, which became the new goal.
We have a pair of bins in the yard, one for compost and one for new material getting
composted. I add organic matter, mainly leaves and grass clippings and manufacture new
compost over the course of the summer. I mix it with the existing compost and soil from
various pots and containers in September and leave it over the winter. The pile normally takes
well into June to fully thaw.
The plan was to install a third bin for soils and bring in a yard or two to fill that bin with. As it
turned out, the local nursery I was planning on getting that soil from sells it in various
quantities, so to start with, I purchased 5-gallon buckets full of soil and mixed it with compost
for planting. I observed that the dry soil appeared to have a large percentage of sand in it and
decided against bringing additional sand into the mix. As it turned out, 5-gallon buckets of this
soil are enough for our purposes, though you do need to bring your own buckets.
On a physical basis, the soil / compost mixture is much heavier (likely denser) than the
compost only.
The other project I ended up with was replacing the pallets I built the bins from. It turns out
this was a good decision, as the bottom six inches of each pallet had rotted (cedar does rot
over time) and was no longer structurally stable. Local Lowes has a discard pile with smaller
pallets that they give away, though I would strongly recommend asking first.
Read more of this story and other exciting Alaska gardening blog posts at:
https://alaskamastergardener.community.uaf.edu/2020/05/26/southcentral-gardening-thoughts-amidcovid-19-reopening/
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Compost bins. Photo
courtesy of author.

