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NEWSLETTER
The Central Peninsula Garden Club

Happy New Year Garden Friends
Can you believe it’s 2022 already? Aren’t we all supposed to be running around in
flying cars by now? They told us in 1960 we’d have them by the year 2000. I
thought I’d have a flying tractor and robots by now making my gardening work
much easier.
I hope everyone has gotten their seed catalogs by now and are thinking about what
you want to order this year. The easiest thing to do is take a piece of paper and draw
a diagram of your garden and start listing what you want to plant and where. Be
sure to take crop rotation into account if indicated for your plant choices.
And if you’re as excited as me to get going for the 2022 planting season, you’ll start
your countdown clock for the upcoming events on the horizon. We’ll soon be doing
our annual Round Table in March, soil amendments sale in April/May, workshops,
and my favorite: the annual plant sale in early June. The club board is working hard
to make these events the best they’ve ever been. More information will come as we
get closer to these events.
If you have anything you’d like to see in the newsletter, please send your pictures,
recipes, or articles to cpgcnewsletter@gmail.com. Thanks, Larry
REMINDER: This is a 2-month edition with the next newsletter out in early March.
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The next two program meetings will be on Jan 11 and Feb 8, 2022, 7 PM, at our
NEW LOCATION, College Heights Baptist Church located at 44440
Kalifornsky Beach Rd, Soldotna, AK.
The Jan 11 program will be a presentation by Sarah Souders from Sarah’s Alaska
Honey and promises to be excellent on raising bees for honey and pollination.
The Feb 8 program will focus on high tunnels with Rupert from Kenai Feed giving
us the particulars on construction and growing techniques.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
At the start of the Jan 11 program, we will be holding the Central Peninsula Garden Club
annual meeting. The purpose of the annual meeting is to elect officers, and to transact any
other business of the corporation. All members are welcome to participate.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING
Hey all you gardening friends. Did you know you might qualify for a mini-grant from the
Central Peninsula Garden Club? Why not take a look at your operation and apply? You never
know and the answer is always no if you don’t apply. If you have any questions about whether
you do or don’t qualify, contact Terrell Brewer at ltbrewer2@yahoo.com and she’ll help you
determine if you qualify for a grant. You can also discuss with Terrell at one of our monthly
meetings.

CPGC Mini-Grants promote local agriculture!!!
The Central Peninsula Garden Club Mini-Grant Committee is now accepting
applications for mini-grant projects in 2022.

Grant Applications are currently being accepted for 2022
Grants are set up to support other organizations’ efforts that directly promote local
agriculture. The mini-grant request form may be found on the CPGC website.

https://gardenshow.com
/

Winter Peony Blankets
(Concrete Curing Blankets)

My name is Denise Carey. My husband, Dan, and I own Funny River Peonies and our farm is
located 15 miles out Funny River Rd. We have our own little micro climate out there that
tends to be a little warmer than Soldotna, Sterling and Kenai, in the summer and can be quite
a bit colder than those locations in the winter. We have already had several days near twenty
below this winter.
Cold wouldn’t necessarily be a bad thing for peonies, if we had reliable snow cover in the
winter. Unfortunately, we don’t. Also, the freeze-thaw cycle that we often see in this area, can
spell death to a peony. At least three very large peony farms in this area have failed. With the
time and money we have invested in turning a spruce forest into a peony farm, we don’t want
to experience the same fate.
Using straw as mulch is really not practical for an entire peony field, and during thaws it
allows water to seep down to the roots (which can kill a peony when it refreezes). After much
thought, Dan came up with the idea of covering our entire field with insulated concrete curing
blankets, (once the ground is frozen). These blankets are comprised of top and bottom layers
of tarp material, with three thin layers of foam between. The blankets work to keep the ground
frozen and keep water from reaching the roots during thaws. During extreme cold, they also
keep the ground below them warmer. After we spread the blankets out, we hold them down
with sand bags full of rocks until there is enough snow to hold them down. In early April, we
remove the blankets from the field and Dan builds a giant clothesline, so we can clean and
dry the blankets before storing them. This is a tremendous amount of work, but in 3 winters of
using the blankets, we have not lost any peonies to winter kill.
Due to the work and expense involved, we wouldn’t recommend them for a whole farm, but
they might be something to consider for a home gardener or a farmer who wants to protect a
variety that doesn’t tolerate cold winters.

Another round of potential funding for Alaska gardeners and
farmers. I have provided the link to the Natural Resources
Conservation Service web page for your convenience. Just go to
Newsroom and News Releases to find the program.
GOOD LUCK!
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/ak/home/

BOOK CLUB
Don’t forget about the book club. There are several ways to sign up. Contact David
Rigall at drigall@rigalldesign.com, you can send your interest to the club email, or
you can go to the club webpage and look under Activities & Events. You’ll see a tab
labeled Book Club. Click to sign up. Please sign up at any time if you are interested.
You can also talk to David at our monthly meetings about joining up.

Hey gang, look who’s back!
Will’s Ramble

What might happen?
In our travels through life, Monti and I spent a few years in Nebraska. The era was the late 60s
and early 70s. This was the time of the hippies and back to simpler living. The Whole Earth
Catalog was fresh off the press and Robert Rodale was still editor of Organic Gardening
Magazine when it was the size of the old Readers Digest format. The magazine was actually
called Organic Gardening and Farming. Mother Earth News was put out by a bunch of flower
children and had no advertising.
One of the reoccurring themes was the collapse of the supply chain and how people needed to
be able to feed themselves. Well, the food supply didn’t collapse but the quality of that food
supply did slide. Anyone for a big helping of super processed fluff? Eventually the idea slid into
feeding ourselves with good food. And today? Big business is now pushing ‘organic
everything’ brought to you in a plastic wrap. Well, you get the idea.
At last, I fear that I am starting to see the collapse of not only the food supply system, but of the
whole system. Check out store shelves for the truth of my concern. It is not an overnight
disaster, but a slow steady slide. It is not just the food system but all systems. It is not just one
country. All countries are facing the same problems. A bigger problem is we can’t work
together in common cause. We want an instant solution but all we seem to do is point fingers at
each other.
Do I have any answers? No. Many of you are in my age group and are limited in our physical
abilities, like me. Here are a couple things that I am trying to do to help myself and the
community. I went back to work. I do not need to work but it keeps me moving, just not sitting
and aging, I get up, I’m not just laying abed. I meet people and am a part of the world. There are
jobs everywhere, find one that fits.
I found mine, can you? Learn a new skill. Gardening is great and will become even more
important in the future. But you, I, and others will need more skills. I’m not talking keyboarding
anything. Hands on skills. Making things. Pick out some skill you always wanted to know more
about and learn it. We may not change the world but we might be able to pass along important
knowledge. Maybe it is making containers to store food. In the 60s there was a movie called
“Zorba the Greek”. One line in the movie was: “They say that time kills the fire inside a man.
He hears death coming and opens the door, ‘Come in and give me peace.’ That is a pack of lies.
I have enough fight in me to devour the world. So, I fight!” So should you.

What follows is part 3 of a 5-part series to help you get your best garden
The author is Joe Lamp’l of Growing a Greener World fame and he has
graciously authorized the reprinting of his published garden articles.
You can catch his show, Growing a Greener World on PBS and it’s also
easily viewed on YouTube. https://www.growingagreenerworld.com/

Stay tuned for part 4 in the Mar Newsletter
Space Plants Properly

Attention gardening friends!
Here are the directions to get signed up for the Fred Meyer Community Rewards Program.
What this does is allow you to direct Fred Meyer donations to be sent to the Central Peninsula
Garden Club based on your purchases. There is no additional cost to you. Most of you I’m sure
have a Fred’s membership card, so you can go into your account online and select the Club to
receive the donations. I’ve used my account to show you how to accomplish this.

Step 1. Log into your account & click the Community Rewards link
under your account.

Step 2. Write Central Peninsula Garden Club in the search window
and click on the search button magnifying glass.

Step 3. Click on the “Enroll” button for the club.

Step 3. Notice the message at the top of the donation summary
window that your selection is successful. You will also notice the
organization, Central Peninsula Garden Club, is in the window.
You’ll also notice a button to “Change Organization” if you desire.

You have now designated the Central Peninsula Garden Club for
Fred Meyer donations based on your purchases. Remember, there is
no additional cost to you and it helps the club. We appreciate your
support.

THANK
YOU!

Potato Leek Soup
INGREDIENTS
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

4 medium leeks, dark green
stems removed
1/2 large white
onion, chopped
2 medium russet
potatoes, peeled and cut into
cubes
1 tablespoon AP flour
1 tbsp butter
4 cups chicken stock, use
vegetable broth for
vegetarians
1/2 cup 2% milk
salt and fresh pepper

1. Wash leeks very carefully to remove all grit. Cut them horizontally and separate the rings to
make sure no dirt remains. Coarsely chop them when washed.
2. In a medium soup pot, melt butter and add flour on low flame.
3. Using a wooden spoon, mix well. This will thicken your soup and give it a wonderful flavor.
4. Add chicken stock, leeks, onion, potatoes and bring to a boil.
5. Cover and simmer on low for about 20-25 minutes, until potatoes are soft.
6. Using an immersion blender, blend the soup until smooth adding the milk and adjusting salt
and pepper to taste.
7. For chunkier soup, reduce amount of immersion blending.
8. Serve immediately with the garnish of your choice.
This is a perfect meal for a cold dreary winter day and it will surely warm your insides.
Add a piece of fresh bread and you have a perfect meal of comfort food.

