May 2019

MINI-GRANTS
As part of the budget for the gardening club,
a category entitled Mini-Grants gives our
community the chance to use these funds to
promote the club and promote gardening on
the Kenai Peninsula. The budget of $2200
available for these mini-grants was awarded
as follows:
Jennifer Hubbard,
Soldotna Montessori Charter School,
$278.50: lights to
complete a hydroponic growing system, shelf trays and soil to build an indoor
soil growing system
Heidi Chay, Kenai Local Food Connection, $500: sponsor the 2019 Harvest Moon
Local Food Week and 9/14/19 festival at the
Soldotna Creek Park.

Bill Vedders, K-Beach Elementary, $181: a 5-tray
plastic worm composter
(worms to be donated by
Mark Scheffert

Tiffany Sherman, Kenai Peninsula Fair,
$500: horticulture exhibit sponsorship and
hanging flower baskets

Romatz, Vlaska, Daniels, Hewton, Dolphin,
and Vedders, K-Beach
Elementary, $740: tools/
supplies to build a transportable
aquaponics
bucket tower with octagonal lighting frame

LOCAL UPCOMING EVENTS
Summer Garden Tours
Starting in June and goes through August, These tours provide an opportunity to see what other fellow gardeners are doing. Tour size is limited and registration fills quickly so register early. Tours are open only to current CPGC members so be sure your dues are paid up.
Next Stop: YOUR Garden? The Summer Tours committee is now scheduling garden tour
destinations. Garden locations are selected if they have more than one area of interest to tour
(outdoor garden, irrigation system, high tunnel, raised beds, composting, root cellar, etc., and
have parking for 5-10 cars. Tours are organized and led by a CPGC board member, who will
provide destination information to attendees. Let others learn from your experiences - works in
progress, as well as finished projects. Email the Garden Club to nominate your or someone
else's garden for a CPGC Garden Tour. (cenpengardenclub@gmail.com)

CPGC Annual Plant Sale
June 8, 2019 Saturday 10:00 am Cathy Haas, Plant Sale Committee Chair, remind everyone
that the 2019 CPGC Annual Plant Sale will be held on June 8 at Peninsula Grace Church.
Please start extra plants to donate for this fundraiser. Cathy has extra pots (up to 6”) and free
plant tags vailable. Please print plant variety, color, approximate size, and whether it is an
Annual or Perennial on the tag.

Workshops
May 18, 2019 Saturday: 1st Workshops of the year! Members will have the advantage of
signing up first May 1st-May 8th. After that date, non-members may sign up. $5.00 cost
plus materials.
Making Hanging Baskets: Connie Royal of Connie’s Flowers
Pest Control for your Garden: Dr. Casey Matney
Tomato Buckets - Don St. John

Future workshops

June 22: Planting, Weeding and Feeding
August 24: Drying, Preserving
September 14: Harvesting
October 12: Preparing the Garden for Winter

STATE WIDE UPCOMING EVENTS
Alaska Agriculture Day 2019 Sun May 05 2019 at 09:00 am Georgeson Botanical Garden, 117 West Tanana Dr., Fairbanks, Alaska 99775

Wildflower and Plant ID Ever wonder what those beautiful flowering plants growing
along your favorite hiking trails are; have you ever thought to yourself "Is that safe to eat"? If
you are constantly asking these questions and more than you will want to join Alaska Botannical Garden for a hands-on field botany class with Dr. Marilyn Barker. Learn about local
plants, their identification, and uses. Class meets Wednesdays in May (May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29)
from 6:30-9:00pm.
This is a 5-day course, no single day registration. Pre-registration is required. $10 cancellation fee applies. No refunds for requests made less than 48 hours from the date of
the class, please consider your payment a donation to the Garden. Call the Garden at
907-770-3692 with questions, or to register over the phone and avoid processing fees.
Class Schedule
Wednesday May 1st- Alaska Botanical Garden 7:00pm-9:00pm
Wednesday May 8th- Alaska Botanical Garden 7:00pm-9:00pm
Wednesday May 15th- Field Class (meet at Rainbow Trailhead) 6:30pm
Wednesday May 22nd- Field Class (meet at Baxter Bog) 6:30pm
Wednesday May 29th- Field Class (meet at Glen Alps parking lot)

THIS-N-THAT
Mark Scheffert, SeaAg Chair, announced that the CPGC will not be able to sell SeaAg for a
club fundraiser in 2019. Unfortunately, due to our Sea-Ag distributor going out of business,
the Central Peninsula Garden Club will not have our Sea-Ag fundraiser any more. If you want
to purchase a similar product, Kenai Feed carries most of the amendments that we had for sale
the last few years. Sorry for the inconvenience!
Phyllis Boskofsky is creating a subject index of CPGC newsletter articles, to be available on
the CPGC website. Look for further updates
There will be no more meetings scheduled until September 10, 2019 beginning at 7 PM at
Grace Peninsula. See you in the fall!!
Gardening is good for the soul! http://www.bbc.com/capital/story/20181210-gardeningcould-be-the-hobby-that-helps-you-live-to-100
Bruce Douthit posts the following on the Facebook Page of CPGC:
A local source of organic compost: https://www.facebook.com/TNTORGANIC/
Growing fruit on the Kenai Peninsula: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
KenaiPeninsulaFruitGrowers/

Another great resource for information on gardening can be found on the Alaska Master Garden Blog at the following web site: (https://alaskamastergardener.community.uaf.edu/) A partial list of publications is found elsewhere in this news letter.
Welcome! My name is Gayle Koger. I have taken on the task of being the
editor of your newsletter for the next three years! If you have topics you
would like to learn more about or articles you want to see in the newsletter,
please send me your ideas. My email is cpgcnewsletter@gmail.com. I
look forward to creating your newsletter every month and I want it to be
what you want. Thank you!

LETTER FROM PHYLLIS
When I was growing up I was fortunate to live only a little over an hours drive from Longwood Gardens in the beautiful Brandywine Valley of Pennsylvania. My mom use to take me
there several times a year but I had not been there in over 25 years. I just got to experience the
gardens last week while on vacation in Maryland. I just have
to share what a spectacular place it is in hopes that if you are
ever in that are you will take time to enjoy this unbelievably
beautiful home and gardens in the serene vistas of gently rolling hills.
Pierre S. DuPont founded Longwood Gardens with a desire “to
leave a legacy of excellence, innovation, hospitality and a sense
of community”. He believed in
the power of education and
wanted the gardens to always be
place for instruction and learning. His continuing programs are designed for first time learners,
professionals seeking more training, teachers wanting to share
Longwood Gardens with students, and parents wanting to expose
children to the world of nature.

a

The educational programs have been
in existence for more than 50 years
and there are now more than 170
classes available each year on-line and on-site. They provide
“Gardens to the Classroom” curriculum that includes interactive
materials based on lessons including science technology, engineering, art, and math topics including virtual field trips for school age
youth.
They provide opportunities preparation for professional senior
leadership careers in the public gardens, floral industry, and commercial horticulture through their Longwood Fellow program that
is a 13-month, tuition free, residential program. They also have internships and co-ops lasting from 3 months to a year for senior
high and college students.

For people interested in doing research there is a fantastic library, plant archive, and vast
plant collections.
Longwood Gardens provides experiences throughout the year so no matter when you go there is so
much to see. Outside from mid January thru mid
March there are the subtle winter hues and the beauty of the sculptured topiary boxwood contrasting
with the vibrant witch hazel in bloom. Inside you’ll
find walls of colorful spectacular orchids spilling
from containers and hanging overhead throughout
the 4 acres of heated indoor gardens. In March and
Early April early spring bulbs provide a colorful carpet throughout
the gardens
From the end of March thru early May flowering trees, brilliant blooming bulbs, wisteria, manicured gardens and the acres of
the Meadow garden herald spring. This leads into a summer of glorious annuals and perennials and the famous Illuminated Fountain
Performance set to music every Thursday through Saturday. There
are 20 specialty beds such as the Peony Garden, the Rose garden,
the Grotto, the Indoor Children’s Garden, the Silver Garden, the
Fern Passage, the Palm House, and a spectacular Water Lily Garden with water lily pads over 3 feet across and a multitude of colorful blooms.
Autumn is a burst of brilliant red, gold and orange in the outdoor fall foliage and indoor thousands of chrysanthemums are
grown in extraordinary shapes for their annual Chrysanthemum
Festival. The Thousand Bloom Chrysanthemum is a single plant
grown to produce 1,500 uniform blooms.
Then the culmination of the year is the magnificent Longwood Christmas with thousands of poinsettias, spectacular decorated trees, and fragrant flowers make the Conservatory a
winter wonderland. Outdoors over 500,000 lights are aglow in the trees. The fountains dance
to holiday music, strolling carolers entertain throughout the gardens, and beautiful concerts
featuring local musicians entertain in the evenings. Longwood Gardens is a living legacy with
something new to be discovered everyday.
For more information see longwoodgardens.org or call (610) 388-1000
Longwood Gardens
1001 Longwood Road, Kennett Square, PA 19348

WILL’S RAMBLE

GATHERING
In the beginning humans were hunters moving with the herds. As early people moved from place to
place they would nibble on native grass seeds. Some seeds tasted better than other seeds and were
more filling.
People noted that good seeds could be dropped in the dirt and more good
tasting seeds would grow. It was also noted that good seeds were more
available at some camp sites. Some people started staying at these
campsites just to gather new crops of seeds. People started selecting certain seeds that they wanted to grow in special places. Today this is now
called agriculture.
From the beginning of agriculture, people have been manipulating plants (and animals). Through the
ages people have bent plants to human needs. Monks selectively cross pollinated peas which lead to
modern hybrids. Chemists have figured out what ‘laboratory glop’ will make plants grow bigger,
faster. Now people have figured out how to go into the sub-cell
structure to change plants to better meet human needs. I am
working to grow crops that should never stand a chance of bearing fruit in my region of the globe. Why? Because that crop is
wanted by a person.

Now we come to the term “climate change”. The climate is changing, but are humans causing this
change? And is there anything we can do about it or should we? Remember that ferns once grew
above the Arctic circle, and the middle of the US was a sea bed. Where do you think all the oil at
Prudhoe Bay came from? The climate has been changing, one way or the other, for millions of years.
The real question is: how much are human activities effecting the change of the climate? Some people think they have the answer. But, the “changes are a coming.”
To me “organic” means that I am not using products from a refinery to feed my plants. I am letting
my “natural” compost reactions feed my human selected plants in the environment that I have built
for them. There is little natural about today’s foods and flowers, even open pollinated plants. The real
question is what level of bad side effects are humans causing as they change nature? An example is
the increase of nitrogen levels in the ground water.
The world needs more food to feed more people. And,this food supply needs to be close to the place
it is needed, thus cutting down the impact of moving supplies around. This is called
locally grown.
I have no answers and nothing to point a finger at. I’m just trying to understand.
Please remember, as you plant a flower or strawberry, that Mother Nature wanted to
grow a weed in that spot. A weed may just be a plant that you don’t like the taste of.

LOCAL CLIMATOLOGICAL INFORMATION
SOLDOTNA
Average Temperatures and Precipitation Near Soldotna 1981-2010
May

June

July

August

September

Average Daily Temperature (°F)

46.0

52.5

56.3

55.0

48.1

Average Daily Maximum (°F)

55.8

61.5

64.2

63.9

56.9

Average Daily Minimum (°F)

36.1

43.4

48.5

46.2

39.3

Average rainfall (in.)

.91

1.07

1.84

2.69

3.27

Dates of First/Last Frosts
32°F is used here to determine frosts.

Probable Growing Season (90% probability)

Possible Growing Season (10% probability)

Date of First frost

9/27

8/26

Date of Last frost

5/09

6/09

Freeze Free Period

224

287

Let There Be Light!! Day Length
Dates when day lengths are longer than and shorter than 12 hours

3/19 9/27

HOMER
Average Temperatures and Precipitation Near Homer 1981-2010
May

June

July

August

September

Average Daily Temper- 44.5
ature (°F)

50.6

54.6

53.9

48.1

Average Daily Maximum (°F)

51.8

57.8

61.2

60.9

55

Average Daily Minimum (°F)

37.1

43.5

48

46.9

41.1

Average rainfall (in.)

1.97

1.46

2.07

3.21

4.19

32°F is used here to determine frosts.

Probable Growing Season (90% probability)

Possible Growing Season (10%
probability)

Date of First frost

9/11

10/09

Date of Last frost

5/29

4/30

Freeze Free Period

113

153

When daylengths are longer than 12 hours

3/18

9/24

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
There are 88 publications listed under gardening publications on the University of Alaska Cooperative Extension Service http://cespubs.uaf.edu/ All are downloadable pdf files. Here is
a partial list of publications.
Alaska's Sustainable Gardening Handbook
Airlayer to Renew Indoor Plants
Composting with Worms
Raised-Bed Gardening in Alaska
Recommended Variety List for Southeastern Alaska
Seed Starting and Transplanting
Raising Vegetables in Mini Gardens
Ask for Alaska Grown
Tree Maintenance and Pesticides
Pantry Pests
Moss Control in Lawns
Growing and Overwintering Fuchsia, Geranium, Dahlia and Tuberous Begonia
Roses: Growing and Overwintering Tender Varieties
16 Easy Steps to Gardening in Alaska
Growing Tree Fruits in Alaska
Pollination & Fruit Development in Tomatoes
Recommended Variety List for Southcentral Alaska
Growing Carrots in Alaska
Growing Cucumbers in Greenhouses
Controlling the Greenhouse Environment
Transplanting Trees Successfully
Alaska's Sustainable Gardening Handbook CD
Recommended Variety List for Interior Alaska
Alaska Grown Produce: Selection and Preparation for Display
Lawn Maintenance and Pesticides

CPGC BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Phyllis Boskofsky President, 2018-2021
Cleta Elefritz Vice President, 2019-2022
Renae Wall Secretary, 2018-2021
John Trent Assistant Secretary, 2018-2021
Terrell Brewer Treasurer, 2019-2022

Peggy Morris Assistant Treasurer, 20192022
Cathy Haas Director, 2017-2020
Gayle Koger Director, 2019-2022
Susan Larned Director. 2017-2020
Ginny Litchfield Director, 2018-2021
Mark Scheffert Director, 2017-2020
Dirk Tanner Director, 2019-2022

MEMBERSHIPS
$20 for individual, $30 for family memberships. CPGC membership
runs from September thru August for a full calendar year. Membership
benefits include receiving the CPGC Newsletter, invitations to Summer
Garden Tours, and priority registration for many Club events, including
CPGC Workshops.

